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Landowner Recognized by the NWTF for Land Stewardship
The Toccoa Longbeards Local Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation in Toccoa, Georgia has recognized Fred Savage as an exemplary land steward and has presented him with the Wild Turkey Woodlands Award. Fred Savage has made concerted efforts to improve habitat on his property for wildlife, while still keeping good conservation in mind.

The Wild Turkey Woodlands Award is used to recognize landowners that practice good wildlife management and showcases their properties as an example for other landowners to emulate. "The Wild Turkey Woodland Recognition Program is a great way to say thank you to those landowners who practice good conservation because they are providing a public service much larger than most realize. They’re providing clean air and water, sustainable forestry, wildlife habitat, and hunting opportunities,” says the Toccoa Longbeards local NWTF chapter president Joe Gobbler. 

Savage has done a lot to his 45-acre property. Including:
· Prescribe burned over 10 acres for quail and turkey habitat.

· Enrolled 10 acres in the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program which is a cost-share program that allow Mr. Savage to plant native warm season grasses for upland game birds. 

· Planted 15 acres of perennial and annual food plots for wildlife.

· Installed 5 acres of filter strips in his annual crop field to minimize soil erosion.

· Installed 5 wood duck boxes in and near his 20 acre pond. 

“With three kids going to college in 10 years, the income we’ll receive by improving our timberlands will really be needed,” says Savage. “But our family and friends really enjoy hunting as well. The way we manage our timber helped improve habitat for wildlife and will provide income in the future,” says Savage. 

Joe Gobbler said that it’s because of landowners like Savage that wildlife has a bright future. “Fred has even planned an NWTF JAKES youth field day on his property on May 12,” Gobbler said. “If anyone is interested in participating, they can call me at (123) 555-2425 to register or volunteer.”

According to Gobbler, the Toccoa Longbeards will host their annual banquet on September 15 at the county Lion’s Club. “This is how we raise money to use for conservation. Our chapter have several projects locally that we fund including some habitat improvement on the Phinizy Wildlife Management Area, and we also support the local high school wildlife management class by providing funding for competitions and as an outlet for the students to learn about conservation first hand.”


For more information on how you can become involved with the Toccoa Chapter, contact Joe Gobbler at (123) 555-2425 or visit the NWTF website at www.nwtf.org.

About the NWTF: In 1973, when the National Wild Turkey Federation was founded, there were an estimated 1.3 million wild turkeys and 1.5 million turkey hunters. Thanks to the work of wildlife agencies and the NWTF’s many volunteers and partners, today there are nearly 7 million wild turkeys and nearly 3 million turkey hunters. Since 1985, the NWTF and its cooperators have spent more than $230 million upholding hunting traditions and conserving more than 9.6 million acres of wildlife habitat.

The NWTF is a nonprofit organization with more than 500,000 members in 50 states and 16 foreign countries. It supports scientific wildlife management on public, private and corporate lands as well as wild turkey hunting as a traditional North American sport.

For more information on the National Wild Turkey Federation, call (803) 637-3106 or visit our Web site at www.nwtf.org. 
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