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ild turkey populations have increased about 1.3
W million birds in the past 5 years and in 2002 were

estimated at 5.4 million. The number of turkey hunters
has also increased 21% since 1994 to more than 2.6 million
hunters harvesting over 739,000 birds annually.

The NWTF’s Making Tracks program is a cooperative effort
involving the state wildlife agencies. The goal of the program is to
release wild turkeys in all suitable habitats in the United States
and Canada. Close to 64,000 square miles of habitat remain to
be filled.

More than 564,000 wild turkeys were harvested in the spring
of 1999. Approxitmately 176,000 were harvested the previous
fall. This total harvest of 740,000 birds indicated an increase of
about 85,000 birds over 1994. Both the estimated spring and fall
harvest increased.

Wild turkey hunters in the 1998-99 season were estimated to
number 2.6 million. Spring turkey hunters numbered
approximately 1,806,000, compared to 855,000 fall turkey
hunters: an overall increase of 469,966 hunters, or about 21% in
the last 5 years.

A comparison of wild turkey numbers and hunter numbers
showed 37 states and 1 Canadian province increasing in both
areas. Only Louisiana and New Mexico showed declines of
turkey hunters and turkey populations. In 11 states hunter
numbers decreased from 1994. West Virginia was the only state
to have increasing turkey hunter numbers, while wild turkey
populations decreased.

The accompanying map reflects the wild turkey population of
densities throughout the United States. Wild turkeys are most
numerous in Texas, with 579,000 birds, followed in descending
order by Missouri (450,000), Georgia (400,000), Alabama
(350,000), Pennsylvania (300,000), Mississippi (300,000),
Wisconsin (300,000), New York (250,000), Tennessee (160,000),
Arkansas (153,000), Kentucky (150,000), Ohio (146,000),
Michigan (135,000), lowa (130,000), Virginia (127,000), Illinois
(120,000), West Virginia (120,000), California (101,000), North
Carolina (100,000), South Carolina (100,000).

For more detailed information on the expansion and density
of the wild turkey please refer to the paper “Status and
Distribution of the Wild turkey in 1999” in the Proceedings of the
8th National Wild Turkey Symposium published by and available
from the NWTF, 1-800-THE-NWTF.
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