Take It Outside!

Discovering Nature With JAKES and Xtreme JAKES

Concerns about the fitness level of America’s youth have been at the forefront of the news lately.  But for more than 27 years, the National Wild Turkey Federation has been helping provide opportunities for youth to get outside, get active and have a great time learning new skills and making new friends.

All About JAKES

In 1981, the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) created the JAKES program.  JAKES stands for Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics and Sportsmanship, but any of its members will tell you that what JAKES really stands for is “fun.”  In wild turkey terms, a jake is a young gobbler, and it’s active youth whom the NWTF wants on their team. 

The JAKES program is about introducing youth to the outdoors while keeping fun first.  The program’s main goals are teaching North America’s youth about wildlife management, appreciating and enjoying the wonders of nature and passing along the traditions of safe, ethical and responsible hunting.  The JAKES program is designed for kids up to age 12, and Xtreme JAKES is aimed at teens ages 13-17. 

Activities at JAKES/Xtreme JAKES events typically include shooting, fishing, hunting, wildlife watching, canoeing…you name it.  If it’s outside and it’s fun, it’s probably happening at a JAKES event near you!

All JAKES members receive JAKES Magazine, a full-color magazine that is issued four times a year and is filled with amazing wildlife facts, photos, Critter Cards, answers to kids’ wildlife questions as well as stories and pictures submitted by youth across the country.

Outdoors To The Extreme With Xtreme Jakes

Some people would say that today’s teens are only into text messaging, MySpace and video games.  Well, thousands of Xtreme JAKES members across North America would disagree with that.  Founded in 2002, Xtreme JAKES is custom-tailored for teens ages 13-17 and provides outdoor opportunities and challenges more in line with older JAKES abilities and experiences.

“Xtreme JAKES members know how to have a good time,” said Matt Linder, JAKES Magazine editor.  “One of the best things about working with Xtreme JAKES is the positive attitude I hear from its members.  Sometimes the mainstream media likes to portray teenagers as lazy and inactive, but there are lots of talented young people with bright futures who are very active in Xtreme JAKES,” Lindler said.  “So many of the lessons that we learn from outdoor activities, such as practicing good sportsmanship, respect for others and never giving up carry over into other aspects of life,” he said.  

The Xtreme JAKES section of JAKES Magazine is geared specifically for members 13-17 years old, and focuses on advanced hunting and fishing strategies, snowboarding, rock climbing and other exciting sports.  Xtreme JAKES magazine also includes gear reviews, do-it-yourself projects and more. The entire magazine is filled with profiles of young people, as well as news and stories that they want to read about.

JAKES Team Members

The NWTF has an entire team at the Wild Turkey Center and volunteers all over North America who want to see kids get outside, be active and have fun in the Great Outdoors.  These volunteers are your neighbors who come from all over your community and beyond to help your kids discover a new outdoor hobby that they’ll enjoy for years to come.  "JAKES events let me spend a day outdoors making friends and having fun," said Chelsey Holmes, an Xtreme JAKES member from South Carolina. "Every year, I learn something new that I can do the rest of the summer."

In 2007, local NWTF chapters conducted more than 1,000 JAKES/Xtreme JAKES events featuring hands-on activities all across the continent, so odds are there is an event coming soon to a location near you!  Click here to locate a JAKES event in your area.  (http://www.nwtf.org/jakes/events.html)
Mandy Harling, JAKES program manager, said she likes seeing JAKES members having a good time at the events.  “I enjoy working with kids and introducing them to the outdoors. I love to see the expression on a child's face the first time they shoot a bow or play hide-and-seek in their camo,” Harling said.  “It’s also great to see our Xtreme JAKES meet new friends that have the same interests,” she added.  “Young people are the future of hunting and fishing, so we have to do everything we can to pass the tradition on.”  That tradition is being kept alive and well as JAKES membership continues to grow.

What’s In It For You?

In addition to a whole new world of outdoor opportunities and friends, for just $5 kids will also receive four issues of JAKES Magazine, an NWTF membership card and a decal.  If that isn’t reason enough, each member will also have the chance to win a hunt of a lifetime.  Each JAKES/Xtreme JAKES member is eligible for a drawing to win a hunt on the legendary King Ranch in Kingsville, Texas!

Scholarship Programs and Assistance

Everyone at the NWTF believes that education is important.  That’s why each year, the NWTF presents a $10,000 national scholarship as well as many $1,000 state/provincial academic scholarships and hundreds of $250 local scholarships.  The scholarships are awarded to young people who have demonstrated a commitment to conservation, academic excellence and building leadership skills.  Applicants must be licensed hunters to be eligible.

Each year, over $500,000 is available in scholarships to JAKES/Xtreme JAKES members.  To date, the NWTF has awarded more than $2.7 million through the scholarship program!  The program is just one way the NWTF is helping to ensure we have the dedicated conservationists needed for the future.  

The NWTF also partners with Future Farmers of America (FFA) to provide scholarships to its members.  The NWTF provides a $5,000 scholarship to a student pursuing a wildlife management or agricultural degree.  The scholarship fund is administered through the National Future Farmers of America Foundation.

Often, scholarship and college applications ask for your involvement in community service projects.  The Xtreme JAKES Xtra Credit department will help you find projects and, at the same time, help the conservation effort.  Xtra Credit helps Xtreme JAKES members become more involved in their communities and get hands-on experience with wildlife and natural resource conservation.

The Good Times Keep Rolling

Thousands of young people have gotten to experience fun things at JAKES and Xtreme JAKES events they might have otherwise never had the chance to do.  Most importantly, they’re learning how to help conserve North America’s wildlife for generations to come.  After all, the future of hunting and fishing depends on the next generation of hunter conservationists.  

For more information about the JAKES/Xtreme JAKES program or to find an event near you, visit www.nwtf.org/jakes.
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