How Would My Life Be Different If Hunting Was Not A Part Of It?

By:  Atlanta Blair

Are you a hunter?  Me too.  Have you ever thought what your life would be like without hunting?  What kind of person would you be, if you were not a hunter?  I have thought about these questions.  I am certain that I would be a completely different person if hunting was not a part of my life.  I would not be as focused or mature as I am now.

If hunting were not a part of my life, I would not be as responsible as I am.  Starting off as a young hunter, I didn’t understand the responsibilities hunting had to offer.  But now as a more seasoned hunter, I can understand how important it is to be safe when you’re hunting on your own.  I realize the significance of the responsibilities that come with carrying my gun.  My dad has always told me; “With freedom there comes responsibility.”  I learned this at an early age.  Because I am a hunter, I can compare other situations to hunting.  How can I look at any situation through a scope?  When I get ready to hit a softball I think, put the crosshairs on the ball, control my breathing, and hit the ball.

As a little girl, I had a love of hunting.  I’ve come to love it more as I get to hunt more often.  Hunting has taught me to be extremely disciplined and doing what daddy said.  I know when he tells me something, it’s for a reason.  My dad has been deployed four times to the Middle East since September 11, 2001.  I knew that when he returned we would go hunting, so I always had something extra to look forward to when he came home.  I will certainly use this discipline later in life.  I would like to attend the Air Force Academy and then be a fighter jet pilot after graduating.  The military requires an extreme level of discipline.  Hunting has prepared me for the things I can expect from the military.

Hunting also requires maturity.  You have to be able to shoot a living and breathing animal and have respect while doing it.  It would be very disrespectful to make a deer or turkey suffer from a purposefully bad shot.  Hunting has taught me to treat others with respect and dignity.  Being respectful to others is no different than having respect for the game we hunt.  Hunting has taught me to have dignity toward myself.  I also hear people telling me that I am more mature than some girls my age.  I usually just tell them that I get it from all my years of hunting.

This is how different I would be if it wasn’t a part of who I am.  I wouldn’t have the responsibilities I have today.  I wouldn’t have the discipline hunting has taught me.  I wouldn’t have the same goals I have in life or have the respect that I have learned from hunting.

	


