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Welcome to the National Wild Turkey Federation. 

Thanks to this family – the Federation's members, volunteers, partners and supporters – we’ve got plenty of successes to celebrate. 
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Together, we’ve blazed a trail on behalf of our mission: conservation of the wild turkey and the preservation of our hunting heritage.
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We are accomplishing our mission through the partnerships we’ve formed.
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The numbers tell the tale. In 1973, there were 1.3 million wild turkeys in the United States. Only 39 states had a wild turkey season and about 1.5 million people hunted wild turkeys. 
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Today there are more than 7 million wild turkeys and huntable populations in 49 states, Canada and Mexico. And about 3 million hunters pursue this wily gamebird each year.

This family made all that happen – through your dedication and hard work. 
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We have 2,300 chapters representing every state, Canada and Mexico. 
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Much of the funding for the NWTF’s programs is raised through our Hunting Heritage Banquets. Other funds come through our wonderful corporate sponsors and partners, as well as state and federal grants.
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Thanks to our volunteers and partners, we’ve spent more than $306 million since 1985 upholding hunting traditions and conserving nearly 14 million acres of total habitat through our many conservation programs. That’s more than six times the size of Yellowstone National Park! 
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In the early 1900s, there were only about 30,000 wild turkeys in North America. 
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Since the 1950s, state and provincial wildlife agencies have moved nearly 200,000 wild turkeys into suitable habitat across North America. The NWTF has accelerated those efforts by purchasing trapping equipment and transfer boxes, and providing funding with the help of its volunteers. 
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The NWTF is working with the Arizona Game and Fish Department and the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish to restore Gould’s wild turkeys from Mexico to the mountains of southeastern Arizona and southwestern New Mexico. 
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Since 1985, the NWTF has worked with provincial wildlife agencies in Canada to move more than 4,600 wild turkeys through its trap-and-transfer program. 

Through partnerships with the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, the Quebec Wildlife Federation and others, there are now more than 100,000 wild turkeys in Canada. 
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The NWTF is working with several agencies in Mexico to determine the range and numbers of Gould’s wild turkeys throughout Mexico while helping restore turkey populations where needed. 

In addition, the NWTF, in cooperation with partners in Mexico, will conduct research on the Ocellated turkey in Campeche.

Our work there is also expected to help improve local economies through hunting and provide conservation education to local communities. 
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It’s important to the NWTF to look toward the future of wild turkey management to ensure the strength of wild turkey and other wildlife populations for generations to come. That will largely be done through habitat improvement. 

The North American Wild Turkey Management Plan is a compilation of objectives covering the United States, all Canadian provinces home to wild turkeys and selected areas of Mexico.
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National, regional and state-specific plans will act as road maps to help the NWTF’s dedicated volunteers work with wildlife management agencies to target the most important habitat needs in their areas. 

From wild turkey restoration to critical habitat improvement and land acquisitions, the NWTF is working hard to keep wildlife populations healthy and the hunting tradition strong throughout North America. 
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The NWTF’s Conservation Seed Program, which provides seed at a discounted rate to NWTF chapters and volunteers, is another way the Federation works to enhance wildlife habitat. 

Since 1997, NWTF chapters across the nation have distributed more than 34 million pounds of seed through local chapters and improved more than 2 million acres. 
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Energy for Wildlife is an NWTF program that works to improve wildlife habitat on rights of way and other energy company properties throughout the U.S. This membership-based certification program currently has 32 corporate members with 3 million acres of property enrolled.
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From the high rainfall areas in Washington State to the oak and pine forests of the Southeast, the NWTF has created programs to meet the specific needs of wildlife in different regions throughout North America. 

Through these regional habitat programs, the NWTF, along with its volunteers and partners, has improved more than 6.1 million acres of habitat. 
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Many of the NWTF’s regional habitat programs provide seedlings to NWTF chapters and private landowners across North America. Others enhance flowing water habitat such as streams and rivers, which are prime habitat for both game and nongame species.
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The NWTF’s outreach programs are designed to bring the excitement of the outdoors to everyone. By introducing new people to the outdoors, we will help ensure that our hunting heritage and wildlife conservation continue into the future. It is the dollars generated through hunting license sales that will fund conservation for generations to come. 
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The members of the NWTF’s Women in the Outdoors program are an integral part of keeping the hunting heritage alive.

Women in the Outdoors events take place throughout North America and provide expert, hands-on instruction in skills including archery, fishing, boating and much more.  
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The NWTF’s JAKES program introduces children 12 and younger to the outdoors. JAKES stands for Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics and Sportsmanship. This program is designed to give participants hands-on outdoor experiences.
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Teens graduate into the Xtreme JAKES program, which is designed for NWTF members ages 13 to 17. Their events provide challenges and experiences geared toward teens.
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The Wheelin’ Sportsmen NWTF outreach program provides outdoor opportunities for people with disabilities. Programs include teaching hunting, fishing, shooting and other skills through regional, state and national events. 
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The NWTF has awarded more than $3.1 million in local, state and national scholarships to thousands of college-bound students. These scholarships ensure that future scholars understand the importance of conserving wildlife and preserving our hunting heritage.
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The NWTF also reaches students through its Wild About Turkey Education Boxes. Local NWTF chapters have donated more than 30,000 of these boxes to classrooms. These boxes are chock full of educational materials that help students learn about the importance of conservation and wildlife.
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The NWTF also believes in helping their local communities. To date, local chapters have donated 111,900 frozen domestic turkeys to families in need around the holiday season. This is the equivalent of 671,400 meals.
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For years, we’ve been working to improve access to hunting lands with great success. At both local and national levels, the NWTF and its volunteers have developed partnerships with landowners, and worked with state and federal agencies to help improve hunter access. 

Through our More Places to Hunt initiative, we hope to accomplish even more. . . by ramping up efforts through land purchases, conservation easements, legislative action and working with partners to provide more room to roam on public and private lands. 
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 Since 1987, NWTF and its volunteers and partners have spent more than $9.7 million and obtained more than 428,000 acres of land for hunters through More Places to Hunt. 
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The NWTF is working with its partners as a part of the Families Afield initiative. This program focuses on generating additional hunting opportunities for families. To date, 29 states have approved Families Afield regulations. Twelve states report an increase of 283,000 new hunters!
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We also support additional programs or organizations that further our hunting and shooting traditions.
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The Federation is telling its success stories like never before.
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Turkey Country magazine is the magazine of the NWTF, highlighting all aspects of the Federation, including our volunteers, outreach programs and conservation work. 

JAKES magazine is for our youngest members, and our online Xtreme JAKES publication is a little more edgy for teens.
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Our television shows highlight the efforts of the NWTF and its volunteers. 

Turkey Call and Get in the Game air on Pursuit Channel. 

Turkey Country airs on the Sportsman Channel.
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Catch up with all the latest NWTF news, tips and volunteer profiles on the newly redesigned Web site – NWTF.org. Soon, there will be exclusive areas for members only.
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You also can keep with the latest information via News from the Roost, NWTF’s e-mail newsletter, which includes the latest news and specials in Turkey Shoppe, our online shopping venue.
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Together, we’ve accomplished so much thanks to you and your willingness to devote time, energy and resources to the wild turkey. Thank you.
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If you would like more information about these and other great NWTF programs, call (800) THE-NWTF or visit www.nwtf.org. 
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